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ous blue of the middle distance resembles him, but Mr. Steer has been no
more successful with the foreground than Turner was apt to be when he
painted on a large scale.

Mr. Steer in his larger pictures proves himself able to stand comparison
with the greatest names in English landscape. In his watercolour drawings
his place is hardly less high. But he still remains too fond of the oil sketch
on a considerable scale. These, with all their charm, have neither the
solidity and completeness of his important pictures, nor the concentrated
emphasis and rhythm of his watercolour drawings. This exhibition ought
to prove finally that in him England possesses a really great living master
of landscape and figure painting. If we remember what was thought of
Constable's technique in Constable's day, we ought not to find Mr.
Steer's handling an insuperable difficulty; and those who have the patience
to pass this barrier will be well rewarded.

GOUPIL GALLERY EXHIBITION OF 1924
BY ROGER FRY
'New Statesman*, March 29
It is a great pleasure, after so long an abstinence, to be able to enjoy an
exhibition of Steer's work. There is much that everyone interested ia
modern art should see and study in this collection. But grateful as we
are for this, it is not yet all we want. It is surely high time that ML
Marchant, who has done so much for modern English painting, should
organise a really representative show of Mr. Steer's work as a whole. Much
of it is hardly known to the present generation of painters. More especially
are they quite ignorant of his early impressionist work, and unless my
memory has transmuted them out of recognition, this period produced
some of his finest creations. Mr. Steer is one of the most gifted and one of
the purest artists that we have ever had in England. His natural gifts are
remarkable. Few modern artists have had a more spontaneous and in-
stinctive feelingfor colour, and though one cannot call him a great designs,
he has a perfectly natural sense of spacing and of the mist en page. Moreover,
he has been all his life absolutely above any suspicion of playing to the
gaiety* His record is entirely single-minded and worthy of his talents.
None the less, I think Mr. Steer has not been always fortunate in Us
development He has one gift which under certain circumstances, may^be
a source of weakness. He is very sensitive to outside artistic influences.
Almost all artists are, of course, but it so happens that diverse and perhaps